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Prof.. Sakurai’s bent of mind ‘was, fiom the very beginning, distinctly in the direction of
Theoretical Chemistry, and in its study from the physical side his sound early training in
Physics must have ‘stood him in good stead. "As early as-/1882, he used :to give, among other
s.ubjects,' a course of lectures on Thermochémistry, discussing the works' of Ber helot and
Thomsen, and this course was:soon developed .into lhat_fqn Physical Chemistry, as the brilliant
researches of van't Hoff, Ostwald, Arrhenius, Nerust and a host of others were p;.lblished.in
close succesaion Recogmsmg at once the immense importance of the new inter pu.tauon which
Ph\<1ml Lhemxstr\ afforded of thé conimonest chemical’ -phenomena and ‘of the aid which it
zave to the investigation of all chemical questions, he not only endeavoured to make his
University lectures .on- this subject as completeias possible;. but also took :occasion to:-give..a
course Of lectures to the teachers in secondiry schools with- the object of infusinginto .their
minds some of the more important ideas brought out by the recent development of Physical
Chemistry. 'Aunin when, in 1897, the Department of qumuon thought it desimble to pre-
pale detalled programmes for the cumculum of study in secondary schools and appomted
Prof. Sakwai as a member of the commiitee, he drew up one for (,hermstr\' in which' the
more -important ideas of modern Physical Chemistry were incorporated. - At ‘that time - opposi-
tion-to his views was not wanting, but time: has proved: that chemical education carried out in
accordance wish such 2 programme as he drew up is more effective than one which depended
merely upon desriptive matter. The fuudsimenm.l ideas of modern Thysical Chemistry enter
more Iargelv into secondary education in Japan. and their 1mp0rtan<.e is more \ndely recognised
here than, perhaps, in any other country. ~‘Ihis result is also, and in a Iarge measure, to be
attribuled to the efforts of those, who have heen trafned under Piof. Sakurai's “inimediate
direction in the Tokyo Imperial University, two of whom, at leasl,—namely lkeda and’ Osaka
—are now themselves University professots and well known among chemists as the authors of
several important papers: while others, some of whom have also done important pieces of
suentmc work, are likewise holdmO' lngh and rc,sponalblc posmom in Umvcramcs, ngh Schools,
Higher Normal Schools, Higher “l'echno' owlml Schools and various other msmuuom of the
Empire. All these men have combined in the general diffusion of modem Physical Chemistry
in Japan either. by ‘means.of excellent text-books or by personal teaching.
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